48.   A BRIEF EXPLANATION

Everyone knows that this paper contains a good deal of my
writing though a reader will normally be unable to say which articles
are mine and which are by others. I print this one under my signa-
ture so that the views put forward here may be specifically known
to be mine.

The controversy over the compromise with the Government has
now largely subsided. There is a better appreciation of it among the
people and, to that extent, they appear to have been pacified. How-
ever, controversies continue. I have received some deprecatory letters
from Natal. Some of them pour abuse on me, and this only shows the
pitiable state we are in. The abuse has not had the slightest effect on
my mind, but it indicates the extent to which feelings have been
roused.

I also see that the objections some persons have to the compromise
are only a pretext, their real intention being to set the Hindus and the
Muslims at variance with each other. I believe I have equal regard
for the two communities. In public service, Hindus and Muslims have
stood together as a united people. It is not, I have noticed, the Hindus
who have blamed me; they are presumably satisfied that the compro-
mise is a reasonable one. The condemnatory letters that I have received
are all from Muslims. It is necessary to go into the reason. I am reluc-
tant even to write of this matter, but it would not be proper to keep
back [from the readers] what is on the lips of many and has become a
subject of talk. Not only that; it may prove positively harmful to sup-
press the incident.

When the passive resistance movement was at its height, Mr. Ally2
could not continue to trust me fully because I was a Hindu. He there-

1 This was published in Indian Opinion under the title "A Letter from
Mr. Gandhi",
2Haji Ojeer Ally; born in Mauritius in 1853 of Indian and Malay parents;
spoke Dutch, English and Hindustani fluently (vide Satyagraha in South Africa, Ch. XIV);
came to South Africa in 1884 and devoted himself whole-heartedly to the Indian cause;
took notable part in the agitation against Gape Franchise Law Amendment Act; elected
Chairman, Gape Coloured People's Organization in 1892; founder-President, Hamidia
Islamic Society and member, along with Gandhiji, of the Transvaal Indian Deputation
to England in 1906 (vide Vol. VI). Unable to join satyagraha campaign and unwilling,
at the same time, to submit to the Asiatic Registration Act, he left the Transvaal in
1907, leaving behind large interests; vide Vol. VII, p. 204.